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all the principal houses in the village zu was being dispensed
to all comers. There had been no hostilities of late, and the
guards gradually abandoned their posts and joined the groups
round the zu pots. With song and dance the night passed
merrily, and by two or three in the morning no one was in a
fit state to notice that a large number of strangers, whose
drunkenness was only assumed, had mingled with the crowd.
Suddenly a gun-shot gave the signal, and, drawing their dahs,
the Thangluahs fell on their enemies, who, too drunk to know
friend from foe, were slaughtered without mercy. Having
burnt the village, the successful warriors returned dragging
with them many captives. The Sailo chiefs tried to play the
same trick on the Thangluah when some time later the latter
were celebrating their victory with a large feast, but their
intelligence department was inefficient and the attack was not
delivered till some days after the feast.

At that time there were but few guns in the country, and so
little was the use of those they had understood that the wad
on the top of the bullet was often omitted, with the natural
result that when the time for firing came there was no ball in
the gun, and hot were the arguments as to the value of this
new-fangled weapon. In those days also they had not acquired
the art of making stockades, which they subsequently copied
from the Chins, and consequently there was but little chance of
resistance if the surprise was successful, and the shouts of the
assailants were a signal for a general stampede on the part of
the whole population. The attack was always delivered just
before daylight, and, if successful, but little time was lost;
as many captives as could be caught were collected and loaded
with as much loot as they could carry without retarding the
retreat, and the whole party set off and seldom halted till they
had travelled forty-eight hours. As a rule only strong women
and children who could keep up in the retreat were taken, all
other captives being killed on the spot, and should any captive
lag behind a spear thrust quickly ended her career, and her
head was taken on to form an ornament in the raiders' village.
Occasionally a few young men were carried off to be killed
during the festivities which were held in honour of the success
of the raid. If the raiders' chief had a son too young to